The Dutch Republic offered opportunities to an aspiring scholar, and Varenius hoped to make the most of them. He was drawn to its highly reputed academic institutions and became no less fascinated by the worldwide connections of a seafaring nation, and its enterprising spirit. Elsewhere he could not have achieved what he managed to bring about as a scholar transmitting knowledge, even though in the end, his struggle against poverty prevented him from attaining his more far-reaching goals.
Bernhard, a polymath like Chytraeus, remained open to different areas of knowledge, but he lived in a changed temporal world from his great-grandfather, and by his time universalism was beginning to be replaced by specialisation. In the course of his studies Varenius slowly realised the need to concentrate his efforts. He intensively pursued his work in private studies when what the university had to offer did not satisfy him. Even Leiden, so highly reputed in the academic world, had its serious shortcomings in its teaching practice, as Varenius complained when he translated his frustrations into (on occasion) entertaining reports to Jungius. Would Paris be a better place to continue, was a question that persistently haunted him. Meanwhile, he intensiÀ ed his work on self-deÀ ned projects. Not until later did he realise how absolutely essential it was for him to lose no time and acquire a degree in order to secure his material welfare. He had been in Leiden for just over a year when the Uelzen À re made him as poor as a church mouse and left him desperately in need of employment. He found it in the autumn of 1646 as a tutor in the house of a wealthy citizen in Amsterdam in the "Blue House" in the Heerengracht, a well-known landmark in the street (because of the blue stone in the façade). Who Varenius' employer was of the several families who lived in the house is not known, 1 but whoever he was, he would not let him go when Jungius offered Varenius an alternative in Hamburg. So he stayed in Amsterdam, gave up his employment as a tutor after a year, and muddled through by giving lessons in mathematics. He attended lectures at the Athenaeum Illustre in Amsterdam where Vossius, who had lived in Leiden until 1632, created an aura of academic study and drew large crowds of listeners from the Athenaeum and the citizens of Amsterdam. Vossius and Barlaeus were its leading À gures, and Vossius, intimately familiar with Varenius' two places of study, Leiden and Amsterdam, became his highly esteemed and most valuable adviser.
Like his brother, Bernhard was no less aware of the vital importance of personal connections. They were even more essential in a foreign metropolis to which he had come as a stranger, and he made an effort to À nd some kind of patronage, but to no avail. Tragically the patron he had found, the mayor of Amsterdam and Vossius' old friend by the name of Albert Coenraetsz. Burgh, left for Moscow in 1647 with a group of delegates to negotiate a trade agreement with the tsar, but
